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Auditor General’s report and audit opinion 
I certify that I have completed the audit of the Annual Return for the year ended 31 
March 2024 of Marchwiel Community Council. My audit has been conducted on 
behalf of the Auditor General for Wales and in accordance with the requirements of 
the Public Audit (Wales) Act 2004 (the 2004 Act) and guidance issued by the Auditor 
General for Wales. 

Audit opinion: Qualified 

Except for the matters reported below in my Basis for Qualification, on the basis of 
my audit, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention to give cause for 
concern that, in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 
 has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices; 
 that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have not been met; 
 is not consistent with the Council’s governance arrangements; and 
 that the Council does not have proper arrangements in place to secure 

economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources. 

Basis of Qualification 

Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of 
resources 

I am unable to conclude whether or not the Council has proper arrangements in 
place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use of resources: 

 2023-24 meeting minutes not complete 
Section 55 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013 
requires the Council to publish the minutes of its meetings, and in so far as is 
reasonably practicable, any documents which are referred to in the minutes. 
The Council has not published the minutes of its 2023 meetings, nor were they 
included as part of the audit submission. 
Therefore, I am unable to undertake sufficient audit work to enable me to draw 
a conclusion. 

Other matters and recommendations 

I draw the Council’s attention to the following matters and recommendations which 
do not affect my audit opinion but should be addressed by the Council.  

Burial records 

The Council’s burial records provided to audit were compiled from many different 
documents.  
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We recommend the Council prepare or update its existing central record of burials, to 
ensure it holds a complete and adequate record of burials. 

Insured asset values 

The total fixed assets value disclosed by the Council on Line 12 of the annual return 
agrees to the fixed asset register provided to audit, however the values per the asset 
register are not consistent with those included in the Council’s insurance schedule. 

We recommend that the Council review its fixed asset register and the declared 
value of its assets to its insurer, to ensure it has the appropriate level of coverage in 
place. 

Annual Governance Statement 

I draw attention to the negative responses provided by the Council in its Annual 
Governance Statement. 

The Annual Governance Statement sets out the minimum standards of good 
governance expected of the Council.  

 Assertion 1 Financial management and accounts approval 
The Council has not approved its accounting statements prior to the 30th June 
deadline. 

 Assertion 3 Compliance with laws and regulations 
Section 55 of the Democracy and Boundary Commission Cymru etc. Act 2013 
requires the Council to publish the minutes of its meetings. The minutes of its 
2023 meetings are not published on the Council’s website. 
The Council has not put in place arrangements for the assessment and 
management of risk as required by Regulation 5 of the Accounts and Audit 
(Wales) Regulations 2014. 
The Council has not provided evidence that it calculated its 2023-24 budget 
requirement in accordance with the Local Government Finance Act 1992 and 
that the precept has been set in line with the budget. The Act requires the 
Council to take into account its income and level of reserves when setting its 
budget requirement. 

 Assertion 4 Electors’ rights 
The Council did not meet the requirements set out in the Public Audit (Wales) 
Act 2004 and the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 to provide 
opportunity for public inspection of the accounts. The Council was issued with 
an audit notice in March 2024 to provide accounts for public inspection to be 
completed by 12 September 2024. The Council was late preparing the accounts 
and did not meet this timetable.   
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 Assertion 8 Implementation of prior year audit recommendations 
The Council has not addressed the matters raised in the Auditor General’s 
report on the 2021-22 annual returns, which identified the Council not 
maintaining an adequate system of internal control. The Council has provided a 
negative response to Assertion 2 in 2023-24 that deals with the internal control 
environment. 

We recommend that the Council addresses these issues in order to ensure that it can 
provide positive responses in future years 

There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s attention. 

 

  
Richard Harries, Director, Audit Wales  
For and on behalf of the Auditor General for Wales  
 

Date: 27/02/2026 
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